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CAN we "talk cock" (inane and meaningless drivel) on

the Internet?

Most people's response to the above question is likely to be

"why not?". It seems that most people believe that the Internet is
a place for free speech.

However, when we posed the same question to blog celebrities Mr
Brown, 38, and Mr James Seng (webmaster of popular blog site Tomor-
row.sg), we received some interesting answers.

They challenged the definition of "talk cock" and said that mainstream
media are just as guilty of "talking cock". They said that much of the con-
tents in newspapers these days can also be construed as meaningless drivels

that add no values to readers.

Asked who should police the contents in blogs, they agreed that the blog-
ging community should be the gatekeepers. "Readers are capable of differ-
entiating rights from wrongs," Mr Brown said.

They also disputed that popular blogs are influential or “powerful” .
They felt that bloggers are not opinion leaders, but are rather “mirrors”
that reflect the general sentiments of the populace.

Dr Mark Cenite at the Wee Kim Wee School of Communication and In-
formation at Nanyang Technological University said that Singaporeans en-
joy much freedom of speech on the Internet. But he warned that bloggers
should be mindful of what they write about religion, race, and politics.
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